
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



BOOK REVIEWS 173 

courts, the author rearranges his material and presents it in the form of a 
complete separate treatment of each one of the courts mentioned in the first 
part of his book. 

The subject is a large one and admits of only the most cursory handling 
within the narow limits of this volume. Much of the information has 
apparently been obtained from original sources, but its value is greatly re- 
duced by the total lack of reference to these sources or to any authorities 
whatever. For this reason, if for no other, it can hardly be* deemed a notable 
contribution to legal literature. E. R. S. 



The Fixed Law of Patents, As Established by the Supreme Court of the 
United States and the Nine Circuit Courts of Appeals. By William 
Macomber. Boston : Little, Brown, and Company, 1909, pp. cxlv, 925. 

The author defines the Fixed Law of Patents as the decisions of the above 
mentioned courts, and says the work is intended to be an orderly statement 
of this "Fixed Law" in the exact language of the Court, except in minor 
instances, where such course is impossible, and to be absolutely authoritative 
because it is what the Courts have said and not what the author or anyone 
else thinks they have said. The scope of the book does not cover pleading, 
practice or procedure except as to matters peculiar to patent law, it does not 
touch patent soliciting nor trade-marks or copyrights, and all rules stated 
upon the authority of a court of original jurisdiction, no matter what the 
rule may be or how long it has been respected, are omitted. 

Within the foregoing limitations, defined by the author, the book is a valu- 
able digest, well and accurately printed and indexed with a good table of 
cases. The author appears to have quoted from all of the principal cases, 
of the class described, which possess quotable language, though, as he states, 
there are some cases which have been omitted, as for instance, Wold v. 
Thayer & Chandler, 148 Fed. Rep. 227-229, which states "drawings are merely 
illustrative, not working plans" and might, therefore, have been properly 
cited under the heading of "Drawings" at 323 as well as under "Estoppel" 
page 347. 

The work is unquestionably a valuable addition to the digests of a patent 
specialist's office, but a standard text book on patents which discusses sub- 
jects completely and in a connected way should be of more value to the 
"general practitioner — for the lawyer looking for general principles," who is 
buying but a single book upon the subject of patents. D. B. C. 



The Evolution of Law. A historical review based upon the author's Com- 
mentaries on the Evolution of Law. By Henry W. Scott, of the 
New York Bar. New York: Borden Press Publishing Co., 1908, 
pp. 165. 
This is a "study of the history and development of the law, from its 
most primitive beginning and from the most ancient civilization," in eighty- 
four small and much padded pages. Naturally it is extremely general and 



